Unilateral hallucinations and other psychotic symptoms due to otosclerosis.
We report the case of a 35-year-old man suffering from otosclerosis and unilateral auditory hallucinations as well as other psychotic symptoms that disappeared completely after surgery for otosclerosis. The patient experienced a change of his acoustic sensations: the tinnitus was transformed into music, and 4 months later the music changed into commenting and imperative voices. However, on both occasions the transformation from one form to another occurred during an alcohol withdrawal syndrome characterized mainly by vivid visual hallucinations. Some theoretical considerations on hallucinatory predisposition, development of hallucinations, and psychological factors determining psychotic symptoms will be discussed.